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DIRECTOR OF UM'S FLATHEAD LAKE BIOLOGICAL STATION
BECOMES FIRST BIERMAN PROFESSOR OF ECOLOGY
MISSOULA —
University of Montana Professor Jack Stanford, director of the
UM-operated Flathead Lake Biological Station, has been named the first Bierman
Professor of Ecology.
Established through the UM Foundation by 1921 UM graduate and Flathead
Valley native Jesse Bierman, the Bierman Professorship is an "endowed chair"
that will augment Stanford's state-paid salary —

allowing him to expand the

station's freshwater research on Flathead Lake and the Flathead River.
"It's nov; apparent that we have the confidence of both the UM
administration and the public to maintain a full-time staff of scientists at
the biological station," Stanford said.
Located on Flathead Lake's Yellow Bay, the station has been a
state-funded summer program since 1901 and a year-round research program
supported by non-state funds since 1977.

Stanford says a major thrust of the

station's work is examining the effects on freshwater plant and animal life of
both natural and man-made disturbances, such as temperature variations and
the introduction of non-native species.
An important aspect of the Professorship, he said, is that it creates the
first permanent position for a scientist at the station.
more

This new source of

Stanford

add one

funding will free him from devoting a significant amount of time to seeking
research money, he said, and will allow him to spend more time doing research
and supplying information to the public on water-quality issues.

Already, the

additional resources have enabled him to use research funds on hand to add two
researchers to the staff at the station, he said, bringing the total to 21.
He said the endowed chair will also make it possible for him to publish
a summary of his research.
"The Professorship will allow me to publish the results of my many years
of work in the Flathead —

both professionally and in terms the public can

understand," he said.
Stanford joined the UM faculty and became the director of the biological
station in 1980, following years of research there as a University of Utah
doctoral student and a member of the North Texas State University faculty.

#

